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This training was developed by the Yakima Regional Stormwater Working Group (RSWG) for 
the purpose of providing greater community awareness and understanding of the causes and 
effects of stormwater pollution; and provide guidance on how to manage stormwater 
appropriately, in an effort to reduce or eliminate the pollution within our water ways.



ÁWhat is Stormwater?

ÁWhat is an Illicit Discharge?

ÁPossible Sources for Pollution

ÁAllowable Non-Stormwater Discharges

ÁVehicle Washing and Fueling

ÁOutdoor Storage 

ÁWaste Containers and Drum management

ÁVehicle Parking Lots

ÁGrounds Maintenance and Conservation Management

ÁGood Housekeeping

ÁPreventive Maintenance

ÁSpill Prevention and Response

ÁIllicit Discharge Detection and Reporting



ÁStormwateris untreated water, created from rain or melting snow 
that does not soak into the ground, but runs into nearby waterways 
through stormwater facilities.

Ástormwater does not flowinto a wastewater treatment systems, it 
flows directly into our surface or ground waters.

ÁWhat we do on the land affects the water quality and the habitat of 
our creeks, lakes, and rivers.  It also affects our quality of life, our 
wildlife, and our recreation.



Everyone Depends on Clean Water

Wildlife Ocean Life Fish

Livestock People Agriculture



ÁIllicit Dischargeis any discharge of pollutants or non-storm 
water materials allowed to enter the storm sewer systems from 
overland flows or direct dumping of materials into a catch 
basin.

ÁExamples of Illicit Discharge: Sandand Dirt from construction 
sites washing into drains, Dumping Toxic Chemicalsinto drain, 
Chemicaland Fuel Spills, overuse of Fertilizersand Pesticides, 
and Trashnot picked up allowed to go into drains.



ÁSediment generated by construction activities that can be washed into the 
storm drains.
ÁSediment is the number one source of pollutionto our rivers and streams.

ÁConstruction waste and litter that can be washed into the storm drains if 
not picked up on a regular basis.

ÁImproper disposal of liquids such as cleaning solutions, chemicals, or other 
types of liquid waste drain into storm drains.

ÁChemicals that may spill during shipping and receiving operations as a 
result of an accidents. 



ÅSpills of fuel that can occur during the filling of equipment or storage 
tanks.

ÅFertilizers and pesticides used in agriculture, if application rates and 
timing of applications are inappropriate, or if spills of these chemicals 
occur and are not properly contained and cleaned up.

ÅChemicals, salt, and sand used on the streets and parking areas to 
melt snow during the winter months may be carried to the storm 
drains.

ÅSpills and leaks on parking lots from parked vehicles flowing into 
storm drains during rain storms.






